PORT OF THE SECEETARY oF
WAR.
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Qentinued from the Fourth Fage.
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- .du:'i:i :miml m‘;hnve wlladw:lth a duvo- |

ty, and success for w

bich they are entitled to
gratitude.
the signal success voucheafed to our arms,
y h!.:nea contributed to overthirow the rebellion.
ag the chiel of these may be reckoned :

e steadfast adbervnce of the President to the
of emancipating the elaves in the rebel States,
was avowed byn“hu leaders of the rebellion to be
corne % that system millions of people.

¥ the whole working population of the

h, WerY mgrd in producing supplies on the plan-
pn, in the worl ab:g.n and manufactories and wher-
Iabor *as required, thus enabling the white popu-
n to fill the rebel armies. The hopes of freedom,
jled by the emancipation [;rorlnmallnn. paralyzed
industrial power of the robellion. Slaves ecized
chances to eacape, discontent and distrust wore
adered, the hopes of the glave and he fears of the
or, stinulated by the success of the federal nus,

Pk cach day more and more the fabric built on human

The resulute pu of Congress Lo mainiain tha
Unlon st allmds. manlifested by ite Jegiala
waa an efficient cause of our success,  Ample sup-
e appropristed for the army and :u\?. rovenie lows
QE the treasury, carefal revision and amend-
I oE e Tows for recriting the army and enforcing
[ draft, gave proctical dircefion to the patriotic por-
5 of the people to maintain a national existence that
id afford protection and respeet by means of the
Union.
riotic measares adopted by the governore of
e&, and the etficient aid they rendered the War
nf the ranks of the urmy and fur-
succor and relief to the sick and wounnded,
eontributed to the nationnl preservation. Of
e measures one of the most important was the aid
vernors of Ohio, Indiana, Minois
d Michigan in the opening of the
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lppaign of 1564,
® the day of Asrﬂ. 1864 Governors anggl
igton, Yates, Stone an s made an offer to the

dent to the following effect :
Mat thosh States shonld furmsh for the approaching
go infuntry troops, 30,00 from Ohio, <000 from
the same number from T'linois, 16,040 from
L and 5 000 from Wisconsin; the term of service to
e hundred days; the whole pumber to be fur-
giod within twenty days; the troups to be armed,
and travsported as othoer troops, but no
Mty to be paid, vor any credit on any dmft, and the
draft to go on until the Stite quots was filled.
Aer full consideration and conference with the Licu-
pant General, this offer was sceepted by President
laeoln, The Siate of Obio organized within four
s, and placed in the flold, 85,646 officers and men,
5648 troops more than the stipalated quota. Other
ge, loss able to meet the cont'ngency, contributed
with alacrity nll that conld be riscd.
Although experience had shown thai troopa raieed for
sort term wire more cxpensive sand of jess value than
pose raised for & Jonger period, these troops did lmpor-
st service in the campalen.  They supplivd garrisons
held posts for which experienced troops wonld have
leen required, and these were rel jieved so as to join the
s in the field. In severul Instanees the three-
ssatha troops, at their own entreaty, were sent to the
goet, and displaved their gallaniry in the hardest bat-
of the campalgn.
4 The result of the presidential clection in 1564 ex-
wad an important influence upon the war,  Intercepted
iters and despatches between the rebel leaders showed
8l their hopes of success rested groatly nnen the presi-
ial election. If the Unionparty prevailed, the prose.
mtion of the war until the national sathority shocld be
miored appesred inevitable, and the rebel eanse des-
te, Even on the battleficid the infilarnce of the
ion was felt. The overwhelming voice of the peo-
st the presidentisl election cnconraged the bhernic
of our own troops, and disiayed those who were
ting in a hu]’n.-lrsstanno. _
falth of the people in the national Fuccess, as
ifested by their support of the government credit,
sso contribited much to the aneplcions rosult. While
Boasands upon thonsands of hrave moen flled the mnks
the army, milions of moncy were required for the
maury !’Fhuse were furniehcd by the people who ad-
waced thelr money on government sccuritios, and froely
od their fortunes for the national defiuse.
king 1o the canses that Lave accomplished the na-
tena) deliverance, there seems no room henceforth to
gabt the ssbility of the Federnl Union. These
ws are permanent, and maost al ay= have an active
ixistence, The majesty of nation power has been ex-
Ydited in the conraze aud faith of oar chuizens, and the
mominy of rebellion is witnessed by the hopeless end
the great rebellion. 2
EDWIN M. STANTON, sScerelary of War.
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Report of the Commissioner of Internil

Kevenue.

Temastns DepasTarsy, Orriok or INTEENAL Bevastr,
W asminGToN, November 89, 1565,

Hon. Joseph J. Lewis having resigned the
dloe of commissioner, July 1, 1565, aud his sue-
asor, Hon, William Orton, so Jutely as November
Linstant, the duty of preparing the annual report
L the office unexpectedly devolved npon mie at so
e a period ns, of itself, ta preciude the vape ition
o voluminous report from nmie t this tume; while
e laborions service of the ** Revenne Commission,”
7k powers und duties defined in the 19th swetion
dthe sct of March last, makes it ivap propriste that
lihould present my views npon erts as
sideration before it

| by the

i

auch sut

my have come within ita o
#all have prepared the report conte
meate, At its reguest, however, 1 w1l at that
tme, if desired by the Seervtary of the Treasury,
#huit what experience in this office shall have
mght me in relation to the several chunges it may
mopose in the law.

In the course of the present report, however, 1
Il offer a fow recommendations affecting mainly
administration of the law, aud only these
it to which 1 understand it is not the purpose of
% commission to give specii] attention.

It is & matter of sincere cotgruiulstion that, thus
¥, the people of this country huve w0 paticutiy
rne the burden which has been put upon them,
®d have o freely contributed of their substance to
# 1he mtional treasury.  With fow exceptions, the
amand of the tax-collector hus been met promptiy
®d willingly. And when it is recollected thut the
Peeont f_:rr.:-mlmn only know by trudition, or by
Werenoe Lo obsolete statutes, that taxes have ever
ey, imposed in this country upon articles of their
Tw“ mannfacture, and the ohjects of internal traffic,

@ upon tue various crafls or professions in whichi

they wre employed 3 nnd when, too, it is considercd
lh' the revenue thus cillected for the slpgle yoar
ending June 80, 1565, mmounts to a gum neurly or
quite equal to all the receipts of this governmoent
fines whatever sources, except loans and treasury
sites, from its organization to the war of 1812 and
whin it is further considered that this amount was
eontributod at atime when the commervinl marine
efthe conntry had been nearly destroyed, and more
Yau a million of hurdy men were withdrawn from
e productive pursaits of life, we may not only be
Jastly proud that the material strength has been
,ﬂ; equal to the burden fmposed, but that it hos
been Bornie so quietly nud so willingly.

The law reqnires © that separate acconnts shall be
h’. st the trossury of all moneys receaved from in-
bl dutics or tukes in ench of the respective Blates,
Rerritories, and coliection districts; sud that sepa-
e socounts shall be kept of the amount of each
Mpacies of duty or tax that shall necrue, 50 us to ex-
Rk, a5 fur a5 may be, the smount collected from
b wiirce of revenue, with the moneys paid as

wn and for allowances to the collectors
ol depuiy collectors, assessors and aesistant asses-
Bams, inspectors nod other oflicers employed in each
of the mapective States, Territories, snd colioction
datriens : abtraot, in tabular form, of which ac-
€U §t «ball be the duty of the Sceretary of the

sunoally, in the month of Deeember, to

Longress."

statemcnts, more specific snd comp
Ve e 4, required by statute, huve been pre-
bred iy t8is office, and are herowith respectfully

! They<omprise :

Tubh A, whowing the receipts by collectors from

Spcille souree of revenue, and the amounts

in sach collection district, State, and Ter-

"‘#:u United States, for the fiscal year ending
L

i‘!'l'll

185, . raddianuy . $5406 040 |
J1e64 11,0000 o |
R e s e s STee iy LTS W
Tax three dollars cach until July 1, 1864 ; five
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%3 by -, T
b Vlections from banks, insurance, rail-| Most of the tax upon the income of 1464 has boen [the Kingdom (at which rate it still remains), only| Tt will be obsarved that the fucressed receipts ure | This section is copied from the 36th seo-
Tuble B, 0o, 5 2 1 ince th ment of the current | red the stion during the last year to | largely from th 1 list, i o e \
road, canal, ana  YUTBPIK® companies. 33:.':“ yeo'i:'im, l:d?;mm:}"’::" in the next anuual | 26,516,581 gullons. This it T mklﬂlon i b b Not ﬁ!ruf::::“:iny ﬁ:ﬁﬂl t:l:‘l:t{:r :J;;ut:f b:h;um ::m'&ﬁm" “‘}h'!:*
tux was ftrom income in excess of five thousand dol- the land ofered for the re-

Tuble C, month |y receipts of intsrnal revenus tax

on salaries,
Table D, number . and value of internal revenue

thly by the commissioner;
om purchasers of internal
missions allowed on the

stamps procured mon
and monthly receipts fr.
revonue stunps, the com.
same, snd the receipts fron
stamps,

Tuble E, recapitulation of
revenue from all sources for the |
0, 1565,

Tuble F, comparative table,
rial distribation of internal revenue, pop
wenlth in the United Rtates.

Table G, the gross amounts eolleeted &
into the treasury, and the amounts expended
several collection districts, States, and Territo. ™
during the year,

Table l, the ratio of the receipts from speside
sonrces to the aggerogute of sl collections.
AGGREGATE RECKINTS.

The ngeregate receipts of internal revenne for the
fiscal year—
*1S83 wers .

rocoipts of internal
year ending June

wh % the territn-
" ‘wulation, and

ad paid
in the
ion,

asstsarennsunsiyasanveseners SILOIRINE 03
1864 were.. cvanassanssvuisssiaravars 110500078 46
1500 WEP. o cvvansvie sovarsnnennes ovenen SIVIE0020 1T
* Nore—The set of July, 1562, took effect September
181, und the reoeipts for the fiscal year 1568 pre for bot ten
nmionths,

A diseropancy extsts between these amounts and those
from the office of the Sceretary of the Treasury, The same
recripls are not slways roported and entered upon the books
of the two offices on the same day, The difference |s only
ane of Rocount.

Other diserepancies of like charscler may be observed
srising from the same souree.

‘IThese amounts are exclusive of the direct tax, or
tax of twenty millions of dollars upon the lands of

the country, which has been partially paid in vari-

deposits of Nationul Banks, whick in 1563 was paid
to the Comptroller of the Currency, snd hss since
been paid to the Treasurcr, but are iuclusive of
drawbacks and sams refunded, which in the sev-
eral years wore us follows

Amount
Drawhack. rolunded.
19 e iieea waviansdnuans SHLLDG 40 20,000 N
S % . BRTAR M T AT 4T
. G95.650 36 AT 6

RECEIIFTS FROM SPECIAL SOURCES.
1t muy not be unprofitable to present in juxtapo-
sition the amounts received from seversl of the
most importunt sources of revenue, with brief sug-
gestions in relation to their difforences; it should
be borpe in mind, howaever, that the law was in op-
eration but ten months for the year ending June
a0, 1867,

BANKS, THUST QOMPANIES, AND BAVIXNAS INSTI-

TUTIONS.
Dividends and
allitlons 1o 1963, 1861, 1865,
o BTGRAAN AL JIITTON0 T4 8505700 65
Cereaen A LUN0HE B9 1900541 80
sansaanses TS0T2R 53 D04008Y 96
PSS 18 |

The tax upon dividends was three per cent. nutil
Juane 30, 1964, sfter wiiich it was five per ceut,

“ Cirentation” and * deposits” were not taxed
until October, 1863,

“Cupital” was first charged under the act of
June 30, 1864, when the duty upon * cironlution”
wis incroused.

By the uet of Muarch §, 1565, the tax npon depos-
its was extended to saviogs banks having no capi-
tal spock,

Thie taxes upon thel* eapital,” * cirealation,” and
“deposita® of nationsl bunks are not received at
this office, nor incloded in the shove,

RAILEOADA,
1863, 18643,
Dividends ... $ESNE 40 orisog 33 §2400,708 16
Intorest on bondh., 250,995 T2 806,500 9 45704 84

The duty was threee per ocnt. until July 1, 1564 ;
afterwards five {mr cent. The same tax was then
imposod upon all Pr_r-lito enrried to the acoount of
uny fund, or used in construction. The smonnt
reeeived from this sonrce is included in the divi-
dends for 1865,

INNURANCE COMPANTES,

1563,

Dividends and

v agents for the sale of

b

ous ways, and the duty npon the circulation and :

rap?’ﬂ from I.hn} office. A small part of it is found
in the receipts of 1845,
Of the n!mounl!u collected in 1862, $270,233 76
were returned at five per cent, upon incomes sbove
ten thousand dollars; #172,770 55 ut three per cent,
upon incomes of less than ten thousand dollars;
and $2,837 15 upon Incomes from United States
securities,  OF that callected in 1664, $4,613,584 88
were returned at five per cent.; $7,050,070 77 nt
throe per cent. ; and §75,375 93 at ono and one-half
per cent,  Of that collected in 1865, ﬁ_?l‘ﬁﬂ_ o
were returned ot ten per cent.; $9,094,749 03 l:i
five per cont, : £0,407,246 0 at three per tent. | an
$159,402 76 ut one and one-half per cent.

Tho receipts from the ten per cent. tax_ were all
from taxes upon the income of 1584, It cunnet
cusily be determined precisely how mueh of the ro-
N::lpu at five per cent. are due to that year.

hie speciul tax of five per cont. upon all incomes
shove six hundred dollurs, as well from banks, rail-
rouds, and salarics, as from other sources, brought
into the treasury §25,020,122 37.
IRON AXD STEEL IN THE VARIOUS FORMA APECIICALLY
NAMED,

08,0 cuvevsseniaisnorsnnrvnessoreysvarses IHIUSNDE:08
O T R e Y T
198 cengesrevmsrssrassainenesirenens BEINTIN 3B

Thy ¢ are the varicties named and deseribod in
the sey “Hy-fifth soction of the act of July, 1862,
amendea Ml somowhuat inereased by the sct of
March 3, & %983 still forther enlarged with ineressed
rates under e not of June S0, 1864, and twenty

or cent. sda Monal o those rates after April 1,
{:55. Pig-iron W8 taxed two dollars per ton by
the et of 1564, ..‘l!] during cleven wonths ending
June 30th last, ,,1“_“.1 nwarly one und u half million
dollars to the puby i@ revenve.  The additional
twenty per cont. to th" rie, uklt]F effeet April 1,
did not inercase the redqipts untib May,
causes bave contributed [0 secure the tax upon
these articles, and it is believed that it has almost
universally been puid.

HEFINED PETROLEUM AND COAL 0L

G TR R R R SR #6140 063 09
900 S
o BT AT

The tax npon petrolean was ten conts per gallon,
and upon oil distilled from coul exclusively eight
conts until June 0, 1564, after which the rates
wera twenty aud fiteen cents respectively. The
increased receipts in 1864, over those of 1363, wore
awing largely to increased consumption, and Lo the
withdrawal 3rul|| bond to escape the incroased duty,
This somewhat overstocked the market, and during
the following year checked refining for home cou-
sutnplion.

CIGARS AND CHEROOTS.

{17 R wiavanssnnnsnnnnsnennce JHTOOIN U
o R A 1,255,400 19
1565, ... ek enne . R060M8 21

Specific taxes, gradnated by the dilferent valaes
of the eigurs, wore Imposed by the st of July, 1=62,
These were largely inereased in 1864, but under the
act of March 3, 1566, the duty wies tade unifbrm ut
ten dollurs per thousand, The anticipation of wd
ditionnl tax largely increased the masnufactare in
1464, sud the supply at that time has hardly yet
been consumed.

TOUBACO—CHEWING AND SMOKING.
o viees $LNTBRRS @ |
VAmh Gl T4 )

% a6 1IY T8

Plug and fine-ent tobacoo were mainly taned fit-
teen oents per pound until June 30, 1544, when the
rate was increased o thirty-five cents, and in
Marely, 1565, it was still further incrossed W forty
CENla,

The tax upon smoking tobacco was st st five
cents, incroased 1o twenty-five conts in 1884, sud to
thirty-five cents in 1860, Bmoking-tobseco taade
exclusively of stemis was taxed at two ceuts gutil
Mnrch, 1563, when it was raised to five cents. In
1564, it was incressod to fiftecn cents, where it still
remuins,

Thie regularity of the manufacture has boen largely
disturbed by expectation of additionsl duty, as in
the cnse of cigars.

The tax collected in 1566 represcuts 25,650 055
ponnds; thut of 1564, 63 572,426 pounds ; and that
of 1565, only 56,849,020 pounds.

Of the amonni charged in 1505, 10,061,162 pounds
were manufsctured and retarned in June, 1504, in
anticipation of the increased rates, sud the daty
wid i the following year. The smonnis for jho

rat und the last years woere less than the ordinary
annual consumption, while the smount for 1hi4,
was greatly n excess, This excess wus brooght

whiel tho regnlar magutncturers eould not compete,
except with their old stocks, and the production
was, of necessity, lurgely obstructed, It hus also
boen unfavorably sffected by the srrival of large

sdilitions to 1863, 1=64. 1865,

surplus ... §2040 o FHO566 17 $704,008 83
Promitums and

pascsstients, 921001 60 020059 42 $a1 0k 00 |

Tux upon dividends same a3 upon dividends of|
hanks.

That npon the gross reccipts of preminms and
assessmnents Was ofie per centom until July, 1564,
payable guarterly to the Commissioner ; afler that,
one and one-half per cent., payable wonthly to the
collectors,

EALAMIES OF FERSONS EMPLOYED BY THE UNSITED
FTATES GOVERNMENT.

............... #0151 T1

caeses Jyi00L124 €8

reewe LHAGSSS 07

1980, .. 0000
1504, .
VA, i aassssssneninnnnnns STLLLL

This tax is received only from those whose com-
penaation exeeeds the rate « G0 per year, and was
st the mte of thres per cent, until July 1, 1584, aud
piterwards five per cent.

PASSPOITS

-
-

dollars sinee, These amonnts were mainly paid
through the Department of & A small sam
each yeur was receved from eollectors.

REVENTE STAMPS,
ceeseas $LTNITE 29

IR, . .siaissaivninansnrnosnssones
1564, s camivaanes DEDAOMG 14
. eensansseras 1 10ES0E 14

These amonunts inclnde the receipts from stamps,
reguired by schedule C s well as sohiedule B, upon
proprietury  arti les, watches, photographa, and
earde, ns well us npon written instraments,  The
Juw in respect 1o these duties hins been ropentedly
wnd varionsly modified, sometimes adding, and
wtimes subtmeting from the receipts,  The lsrge
inerense of revenoe is due in no small degeee Lo the
growing observance of the law,  After September 1,
1404, stamps weore required upon anatehes, und the
receipts from that souree for the ling portion
of the flsenl veay was probably not less thun ohe mil-
lion dollars,

ARTICLES IN SOHEDULE A.
1505, on anme
1804
1

56 35

sesssansnas T
eifle npon carriages, yachts,
billiued tables, and gold and silver plate kept for
ust, In 15864 the sehedule was increased by :[I.u ad-
dition of gold *watehes and  piano-fortes, but the
chunge was 1 after the ativual lists, in which
the tuxes are included, wore in the Jwneds of the eol-
lectors, nhd the receipts reported nre mainly frow
the speration of the stutate of 1562,

LACENSEA,
cereens BANIAITS 42
...... bR - TI4A0AS 71
IS, .. sss e arann e el 12.548,001 25
Tho receipts from licenses, like those from in-
come und sehednle A, are nlmost entirely in the re-
wort of the year subsequent to their assessment,
[he rosssessment under the act of June, 1564, fur-
nishes the principul exception to this rule. The re-
turns are received in May, but the lists upon which
they are entered by the assessors, do not ordinurily
reach the colloctors until after the S0th of June, or
the beginning of another flscal year. The increase
in 1864, neorned in part, from the addition b{;}lm wet
of Murch, 1963, to the list of persons snbject to
duty and the merensed charge for seversl deserip-
tions of license ; and that of 1565 from the same
ponree, a8 well as from a Jike seddition under the net
of Junt 30, 1854, and the increased tax npon whale-
sale denlers, which, by special provision of the stut-
ute, was immediately nsseased a3 additional to that
assessed under the prior law,

gava 5 s

The tuxes hore are s

INCOME.

PR s T41 24

il I e o8

UBED . vsrvnnnoesatannanentnsnnesrsrerys DT, 440 26

This, with licenses, and schedule A, makes up
the annual list.

For the reasons just given sbove, the tax upon the

ineome of 1568, niuugﬂ in 1568, is mainly included

in the receipts of the fiscal year 1664 ; less than Lalf
snmillion daﬁh: hnin‘beznooumdln 1568 ; and
the reesipts for 1685 conaist almont enti of the
\ax apessod in 1664 upon the income of

quantities of Southern tobacen in Northern markets.

The nveruge anuual taxable prodoction of the Jif-
forent kinds of manufactared tobaces from Septen-
bor 1, 1862, to June 50, 1505, was 42,500, 165 pounids,
which at present rates wonld lave prodoced §16,

Several |

|

into .--m-ump'iuu daring the kst Year al rates with !t!-.u: revepue they ar

43,648 gullons more employed in mannfiuctores
the arts, methylated and exempt from duty.

In 1852 the tax in England was 7e. 10d.; in Seot-
lu_ad. s B4. ; and in Irelangd, 2. 84.

The population of the United Kingdom in 1852
was 97,500,000, and in 1864, 29,657,000,

For some yoars prior to 1360 the rate of duty was
uniform throughout the United Kingdom at 8s,, or
84, 1d. per gullon, and in that veur it was raised to
10s.  From the report of the commissioners for the
following year it appears that the domestic prl.n.\ul)-
tion fell of heavily—some nineteen per cont.—\m=
madiately afier the change in the rate, from %4955,
192 gallons in 150 to 20,147,524 gallons in 1301,
whilo it will be noticed that the advance in the duty
wiis bot slight when compared with that which was
imposed under our laws gt the commencement of
the last fiscal year, The commissioniors in the ieport
of ]‘;;';], suy

* These fizures immediately sugeoat the question whether
the wholo of this large d«rgm:f:umh?lmﬂa to dimin-
ishied constmption produced by the sddition to the rate of
duty. We think that this is not the case. Considerable
diminution. Indevd, was expected and has doubtiess oe-
eurted, but varlons othor catses have contributed lo the
u:;nwlhr acln;ﬁnm[::y IIIU':'E recordid.

st place, we know that unusaally | stocks
of apirits hwl been seenmulated in I'nl»mnq{ m in ane
ticipation of an msdditlon to the duty ; sad, on (ke other
hand, that sinee the duty was rafsed to 10w, the stocks have
been uniforio!y kept as low as possible, and the operstions
of ull persons codeerned In the spint trle restricted W ihe
ubsolite wants of *he moment.  Bectifiers, for instance,
take ten punchions st g bime, instead of twenty or thirty,
s they formarly did, and many of the large retailers who
used o replenish Uik stores with one hm‘ﬁmi gallons st &
time, are bow earefial to limit their porchiases to ten or
twenty gallons, This is the consequence ol the Increascd
cost of the spirits, and may be expecied permanently 1o
alter the habits of the trale  aperating n eombimstion with
the excessive stooks of the year 1550160, It biss hadd cons
siderable effiet oo the relative quantities eharged with duty
iu that and the suceveding yrar,

“ Yot, pfter making allowanee for all this, there still re-
mulns o large deficheney, which ean only be aecountsd for
by dimintshed ¢ : not, b  whally pro-
diced by tie increase of priee in spitits, and therefure not
vecesaardly aeanee of permanent lling off in revenne,

“ We feal Jrstitied in sssigning to the bal harvest of [ast
year u large share in restrieting eonsumption, both dmme-
dintely and oonsequentinlly, * * *

0 the whole, therefore, we shonld Infer, from s roview
of the occurrences of the vear, that although the quantity
of apirita brooght to charge would in future not reach Lhe
satne level as in [S50-"00—nearly the highest on record—we
shonukd be eatitled to reckon with certainty upon charging
ot the least twenty million gallons in the prosent year, and
might Birly expesct. if the country vontinies in o prosper
ous state, an sddition to that smount of 1000060 or 1,560,
9 gallona”

By the subsoquent reports of the same commis-
sioners it appears that their estimates were fully
wvon frmed,

Upon such experience we can now reasonalily base
our expectations. Oar elreninstances are not dis-
similar.  Our markets are now exhansted of spirits
distillod before taxation, or subjected only to the
earlier rates.  The supplies for consumption must
now pay the existing duty, and the recuipts for the
eurront year will, 1 ani confldent, far exceed the ag-
gregwte of all reeeipts frowe the®smmne souree prior
thereto,

It is gertain that immensc frands have been per-
petrated, for sach have been discovered and prose-
cuted to judgment or to compromise: but the in-
croasitg experience and vigilmios of our officers,
and the appointment of others for speeial duty s
distilleries, will prevent large loss to the govern-|
motit,  The Revenve Comnission will, [ hope, sug- |
gest additionsl chiceks to ho anthorized by further
legislation ; but so long as avarioe and fulsity are a
part of hutaniity, resenie laws, however ll.lvf"uﬂlii}'
ndministored, will by eometimes evadod,

The number of iliicit distillations deteeted in she
United Kingdom in 1564 was 2557, and in 1565
2447 5 showing that, with sll the thoronghness eon-
sequent upon carciul legisintion, long CXRLICTO,
und » more compact popialation than ours, it was
quite impossible to provent ocasional and, un-
aoubtedly, sometimes cnormons fridids, 1t st be
the sin and the ot of wll persons connpeeted with
our fevenue liwe b jusist everywhere and always
upon the rights of the government, aud, in so doing,
the protection of tax-puyers who faithfully discharge
thowr duties,

st oF COLLMTING TUE REVESUER,
o The cost of collecting the public revenues is nat-
nrally a matter of wo liutle solic itude to the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, ns 1t is onie of vast importance
L thie eountry

A peaple beavily sabjected 10 tuxation will eare-
fally serotinize tie exwusditures of the goverinwnt,
especinlly o tur as thdy n lute to the collection of
ixod to ;'I'nlu-'r-_

It mey not be prsusfictony to subuit, in this
sonneotion, a tabimlar statetavnt of the costs, from
time W tine, of coldecting the revebues of Great
Britain and Iroland, taken largely from the work of
J., H; McCalloch, F.--].. upon ** Texation and Fund-
ing.'

Fhe percentage eost of eolleeting inland revenuo,
after deduction of draw backs, in the followiog years,
wis (o the E£100) ;

746,785 65,
D LIQUGNA,

FERMENTE
1983, ... T
1864 .. 4 v
j 1. R L] ld‘
From Se o tax |
was ono dollar per barrel, of not more than thirty-
one gallona; from that date to April 1, 1564, sixty
eunits, atil sinee that time one dollne,
Tise nutmber of barrels npon which tax wus re- |
colved, us nearly ws can be pscertained, was 1,765,- |
7 in 1563, S460,110 in 1e%4, and 9,557,181 o}

{f

1865,

BISTILLED SPIRITS, |
1463, w90 1 |
UMM v s an ravis Foansen Ga g1 T~ |
15 [+ ki &8

During the ficeal yeur 1862, was unifonnly
twenty cents per gallon,  For t cal yeur 1364,
the tax was twonty ecnts nntil March ¥, atter which
it wis sixty cenuts.  From July 1) 1864, until Jan-
uary 1, 1563, it wus §1 50 per gallon, and atterwands

2,
’ Of the amaount reported in the year 1865, how-
evor, 84,502,752 88, or nearly one-fourth the whole
amount, was st twenty or sixty ecenta per gallon.
This resulted manly from the faet that Lr-_v.- ot -
tities of spirits were sold by the distillers within the
lnst ten nla_\a of June, 18ud, thas eseaping the in-
ereased duty, while the taxes thereon did pot fall dne
nntil the tollowiug monthof July, being the first ur:
the next flseul year. Considoruble gnantities were |
retmoved Trom the distilleries, too, under tragsporta- |
tion bonds, or under bills of lading, prior 1o the 1t
duy of July, under conditions which produced s |
shuilar reanlt,  Even with this explanation, it may
occarion no litthe surprise that the inercase of duty
was followed by a decrense of recoipts, But | re-
gard the reecipts of the pust year from distillod
h]ui.rh.- U 10 erterion, if, i'l‘lf(‘-l', even an indieation
of whit wonld have boen received had the tax fallen
sedinary, nataral eonsumption of the coun
Lis wis checked in some measure, undonbt
wtho tax, but the distitlstions in the winler
¥ i wers everywliero in advanee
ing the inereased duty,
glutting the murket, and tior ughly deranging the
enstomry laws of derspnd and supply. Fors lotier
e the '1-u|r-.|||n|.tiu|| b ot iiean of spirits whie |
have paid the doty ourrent at its date, bt slways of |
those taxed, it liable ot ally at a previous ail I--\N'rl
rute, ‘The increase Las never bean of sdvautagy to
the governient, hut has swelled the movtie of sy
fietarers wud speenlators,  For several months of
the past year, when holders were disposing of their
adventures, the market price of distilled spirits,
ever in the Atlantic citios, remote from the place ut
production, was bt Litthe, i any, in advance of the
tax. It s no wonder, then, that many distilleries
were idle and the mevenns small.

The reccipts from distitled spirits in

try.

|'-[!_\l I
and spring of 1563 't
of consumption, aot

e

15643 (10 months) were from... ...
1568 were from
1560 Were frimmh, . oo cvunnanas 5

Average taxshle prodnction per yeur, from Sep-
tember 1, 1562, to Jine 30, 1865, 40,537,571 gallous.

From the tict that several of the elements involved
are &0 nneortain sud fAuctonting, it is very dillicult,
of sourse, to determine with confidence how wuch
the consumption is reduced by the present tax, and
what will certainly be realized from this source of
revenue, The Rovenne Commission has given imuch
attention to this subject, aud its report, 1 have no
doubt, will be full and oxhaostive, It way not be
amiss for me to state, howover, that | am»nheml
thers is u prevalent overostimate of this reduction |
and in this belicf 1 am strengthened by the recent
“ peport of the Commissioners of her Majesty’s in-
land revenue,” from which it unpul:s that the con-
sumption of distilled spirits in the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland during the yesr ending
Mareh 21, 1852, exclusive of the amount nsed in the
arta and man , Was 30,806,260 gallous, while
the incrense of the excise duty in 1550 to the uni-
form rate of 10e, or §8 60 per gallon, throughont

FEYTI | I pe &5 M 1 npon.... £3625),178
(BN | ¢ 1 4] upon,... OSSN
81 T, uwpop,... 44019153

The percontnge eost of eollecting enstoms, se-
vording to tho satie authord v, bafore deduction of
drawbacks, &, in the following years, was:

In 1s40-*11 - £5 Se Sl upon.... £M341818
In 1890-B1.. .0 1000 o GIR BE upen.... SHOIDT
In 1560-"61 .. ¢ 6 8 upon,... 20

The actunl anpual eosts to our own government
for the collection of its oustoms for seversl yeamn
onntob be deten with wecarsey, beeanse the
eXpotses of oo utters, performing the daties
of vessels-of-war, have been paid from the sppro.
pristions for enstams, as have othier charges con-
nected with conmmercinl intercourse and abatdoned
property i insdrroctionary districts. They will,
wwever, it is bulioved, not fall short of threo and
one-hall per centum of the meeipta—a percontage
not above the aversge for many yesrs past in this
country, and, s it will be observed, much below
tho oosts in the United Kingdom for either of the
years above given,

I hinve causod the ousts of assessing and eolleoting
the internad rovonne of the fiscal year 1865 to be
carcfully ascertained, including the salaries and
anthorized  expenses of revenue ngents, spocial
ngents, and inspectors of rovenue, the contingent
eXulises of this « o ineludinge its oy «roll, and
the costs of rovenue stamps, but exclusive of is
printing at the oflice of the !I'Il!ll‘.’ printer, not yet
wsoertwined, aned find that the pereentage, after do-
dnetimg deawback snd swos refunded as errone-
ousy eollected, will not exceed two aud seventy-tive
one hinndrodths (2595043,

This ratio of costs to eollections eannot be relied
upon for the current year, as the pereentuge will be
grenter in the sparsely retthed districts of the Bouth.
1o will not, however, | Lelieve, exceed three and
one-half (515) per contim of the receipts of the
whole conntiy,

ESTIMATE OF RECEIFTE FOR CURAENT YEAR, AS BEARING

UPON THL PROBABLE AMOUNT GF BEVESUE FOR THE

| VT FIAUAL YT TG,

1 present herewith o stitement of the reeeipts of
which certitleatos of deposit reached this office dur-
ing July, Avgust, and september, of 1565, 1584, and
1543, r---p----lr .r-]} H [

[ E{IH A 18561, ING3.
July ..., .. $HE0S0GT 13 $IANTOMS 39 §21600650 T
Augiste. ... DoAM20) B IBTIRUGE B4 D407 (0
Seplember,, 619620 43 15519070 T2 G740 82

Total. ... #1706 00 S8 108085 05 00720425 06

I present also  the -_'u|||p;|r:nti\|'u reccipts  from
<overal luree sonrces of revenue daring the first
quarter of the fiseal year 1565, and the it quarter
of 1866, ending September S0 last

Inih. 1566,

Fermentad lquoms. ... $90EL2E 53 §1,200.558 00
S tined pretrobenti and coal ofl e Al1 i S10,054 00
Revenug statups .. - SRG0LE 8D B010185 87
BAlArion .. .crensiasarterey AT) 00 0T 1,206,578 50
Paper of all deseriptions. ... Fus 531 G0 wNT 78
Cigars and ehoroota, ..o tdd a0 N B, 116 84
Artiehes In sahtule Ao seedl 17 1,047 14
OIS o orenrsonenesresense 1301008 98 41768016 63
Suoking sl ehowing tobscee 225006 16 2005074 95
Distilled sphrits . coveeneies AA0L0T1 4 1,080,081 20
Tobal....cooses e BHLOELS WD AGALTA02S B0
Raports due from severnl eollectors have not heen

yoccived, althongh their receipts have heen regu-
larly deposited, and the above smounts for 15dd
will, in some iustanees ilurably i 1

The recelpts from di tilled spirits for the months
here reported exhibit no evidence of the amounts
consimed, nor of the comparative productiveness of
e several mates of duty, as §2,702 257 72 of that re-
ported in 1865 (July, Angust, and September, 1884)
weerued from the imposition of twenty or ui:l‘r cents
or rllw. The same in true of tobsceo, as 1,765,
16 79, or more than three-quarters of the w

amount reported in 1885, was derived from the low

lars, and taxable at ten per cent.

At the date of this writing the revenue from the
annunl list is ahmost fully eollected, and the receipts
for the remaining portion of the fiscal year must be
muinly from other sources,

The fluctuntion in the value of merehandise will,
of conrse, atlect the proceeds from whatever beurs
an ad valorem duty, The revenus from the Sonth-
ern States is altogether problemnatical, From the
most relisble duta, however, in my possession, with
the present law unchanged, T confidently expect
that the roceipts of this office for the current
year will not fm less than $472,000,000,

ATPOINTMENT OF ASsI*T, ASEEARORS,
By the amendatory gt of Mareh lust it was pro-

vointed by the Secrstary of the
case of vatancy, be sppointed "3;
several districts, subject 10
Commissioner,

ferred, has given to the Secrotary of the Trenan
his opinion, that under the second seetion of article
socond of the Constitution snch w pointments cun
bo made only by the Presidont of the United States
or the head of & departinent.

The langungs of tnat section is, that the Prosi-
dent * shall nominate, and by and with the wlvico
and consent of the Senate, shall appoint, * ¢ *
ull other offfcers of the United lﬁmtru whoss ap-
pointments ure not herein otherwiso provided for
and which shall be established by law, But the
Congress may by law vest the appointment of such
inferior oficers, as they think proper, in the P'resi-
dent alone, * * or in the heads of depart-
mients."

At would scom, therefore, that if no other pro-
vision of law is made for the appointinent of as-
sistant nssessors than that which now exists, an
undesirable, as well as an unintended, burden is
lanoﬂml upon the Presi and the Senat

The purpose of the law would seem to be an-
swered us well, and wore conveniently, by giving
the power of such appointments immediately to the
Secretury of the Treasury, s wuthorized by the
above section of the Constitution ; and 1 respect-
fully suggest that s modification of the law may be
made to that effect,

APPEALS UNNECESSARY,

From the almost nniversal exporience of asses-
sors, it seems that the holding of formul appeals
rom erraneous assessments in the annoal list, us re-
quired in the nincteenth seciion, is entirely un-
necassary.  The public always have access to the
assessor mt his office, and rarely huve actusl notiee
of the advertised time of hearing at any other lo-
eality, The result iz, that, in many distriets, none
have ever attended the uppeals, which have hence
proved of advantage neither to the government nor
the tax-payer, whiie they have been 8 churge both to
the loeal officers and to the publie trensary,  De-
tween the nasessment and collection there is ulways
upportunity for s hesring, if’ desired, either in per-
son or by correspendence, and ufter colleetion, this
office is always open to the compiuints of sggrieved
tax-payers.

The system of holding appeals in the several
connties is borrowed from the dircet tax law, under
which a cortain amonnt waes apportioned to each
county, anddhe increaso or decrease of a single ns-
seasment  affected every landholder.  There was
tiewd, therefore, of comparison, and often of per-
sounl view, Under the revenue luw, every assess-
ment is independent, and the machinery referred to
sevins valuoless,

LACK OF USIFORMITY IN RETUNNS.
Thie singular lack of uniformity in the time when
the varions roturns are due the assessors from dif-
ferent clusses of tax-payers is often prodoctive of
peglect amd  dreegularities, which the necessury
stnendments to the law would avoid,  There secms
to b no reason why the monthiy roturns, ot lenst,
should not ull be receivable on the same day and
povable at the same time thereatter, “The more the
statntes are simplitied and systematized in their de-
tails the less will be the friction engendered in their
eperation, and the wory certein their results.
What | have said of the returns is ﬂ]*hi'ﬂhlu in
its spirit to the penalties of the law, They differ
I:.rgefy i wmount for the same grade of otfence,
while the mantier of their recovery is s various, al-
1ost, as the forms of proceeding known to the eoarts.
Tie tax upon slaughtered sheop and lambs is five
cents each, and the penalty in case of lrid or evasion
is ten dollars, or two thousand per centum, recover-

vided that nssistant assessors, bofore that time up-
Tmm.l”, -i;oul-l, mn
the assessors of the
o apprgval of the

The Attorney General of the United Sta® '
whom the question involved in this change was '

sesaed upon

;

nirement now considered Was appropriate,

31;- revenue law the land is not and the
requirement is oftentimes e sing.

fully recommend that the law be so |

the land may be sold to the Hﬁhﬂl‘. bidder, and
that the United States, through colleotor, may
be the purchaser.

COMMISSIONER'S CRETIFICATE TO BE REQUIRED 1N

CERTAIN OASES,

There hias been a very general complisnce on the
art of revenue officers with the requiroments of
e law and the regulstions of this oflice in pg"eg:

ing snd forwarding their various reports.
ever negligence does oceur, however, this oﬂu’
embarrussed in its operations, and not un! i
the loeal officers, who have premeil . by
A i e harged
e > 5 2, £
:::5“’ Y the government when s person whon;:
A r-':;ﬂt'led to make the returns retires from office.
rcmr:m?;:{“:h mpn]i(leratinﬂ I bave conel e
| i -
tent shall be :;‘.I ;P.m“;d’m“l '2. law thet ‘:n”lz-

(]
Jenc1nt of salarics or commissions without the cor-
tifieats 9f the commissioner thatall reports required
by law or reulation have been received, or a satis-
fuctory expluusdion rendered of him the cause of
the delay.

HEFUSDISSG TAXES ERRONEOUSLY PAID.

Taxcs erronvonsly or illegnlly mssessed and eol-
lected, which, under the 44th section of the actof
June 80, 1464, the Commisioner is snthorized to
refund, sabject to the regulations of the Secretary
of the Treasury, were, prior to the 30th of June
Iast, by the provisions of the same section, paid by
draft drawn on collectors of internal revenue. The
3 section ofthe act of March last preseribed thek
after the B0th of June the gross smount of all du-
tigs, taxes, and revenues received or
should be paid, by the officers, or agenia
recoiving or collecting the same, into the tremsory
of the United States, without any abstement or de-
ducticn on seeount of * salary, compensation, fees,
costs, charges, expenses, or claims of any deserip-
tion whatever, anything in the law to the contrary
notwithstanding,”

Such payment, of course, does not allow collectors
to honor drafis of the Commissioner, and no little
embarmmssment bas arisen, both to the de

and the publie, from the want of a clearly authorized
mwethod of refunding such taxes. This trouble did
not suggest itself during the pendency of the amen-
datory uet, and it is ouly necessary, I apprehend, te
call the uttention of Congress to the subject to seoure
the appropriate legislation.

TAKER IN THL INURRECTIONARY DISTRICTS.

By ciroular bearing date June 21, 1865, the See-
retary of the Treasury announced that, * withouk
waiving in any degree the rights of the goverument
in respeet to tuses which had before that time ae-
cried in the States or Territories in insurrection, oe
assuaing to exonorate the tax-payer from his 1@3"
responsibility for such taxes, the department did
not deem it advisable to insist at present on theie
payment, 8o fur as they were payable prior to t
eatablishinent of a collection district embraoing
territory in whieh the tax-payer resided.”

This office, in pursuance of thst cirgular, come
menerd and continued the collection uFuuch taxes
only as neorned in the several colleotion districts
puw--.iiue:ll. o their estublishment by the order of the
"resident.

I would respectfully siggest whether or not see-

tion 46 of the set of Jure 36, 1364, which relates te
the collection of tuxes in Stutes at that time insur-
rectionry, and referred toin this circalar, does not
require the cureful attention of Congress,
All the instruments ennmerated in schedule B of
the reve uw, and subject to stamp duty, which
wero issied for nearly three vears in that portion of
the United States shove refurred to, were unstamp-
el and invalid,  lmmense monetary interests are
vovered by these Tustraments, snd slthough much
wrong hns not vet been sutfered by their invalidity,
the snhject deserves, and will of course reccive,
specinl eonsideration,

PEDDLERS AND SUDSTITUTE BROKERS,

jparcut Lecessity fur two provisions in the
Lrvl: {ast, smendutory of the 70th section of
June prior, has passed away with tho re-
One of them dentes leense as peddlers te
all who sre not regularly enrolied for military duty,
or physically disabled from serviee; the other im-
smes o tux of one hinndred dollars upon substitate
Im ikers,  Botl of thewm are now vseless; while the
former, from the discharge of enrolling ofticers, is

The a
net of N
the act of
belliol

ahde only by suit, while the penalty for negleet, or
refusal 10 mwake return and payment of tax upon the
gross reecipts of certain persous, companies, sid
corporations, is ten per cent. additionsl to the duq
a5 oatimiated by the assistant assessor, to be includ
in the ngsessmient, and for fraudulent evasion one
thousand dollars, without rogard to the amount of
indebtedness to be sued for in the eourts; and no
spocial ponalty whatever js provided for usgleet o
sinke returis of a succession wntil after notice from
the nasistant asspssor,

These instances are cited simply for illustration of
the variety reforrad to, and conld be made s numer-
ous, almost, as the sources of revenne.

I this counoction iy add that scetion fourteen,
from peenliarities in some parts of its language, is
of questionable application to many of the returns
required Iater in the law, which it appears from
otier parts it wos intended to cover, and that thy
forty-niuth seetion is s0 involved in its constraetion
as, thus far, to have been of little practieal utility.
INCREASED ALLOWANCE T0 AssLssoits FOIR RENT, AND
ADMTIONAL COMPENSATION TO ABSEASORA AND AS-
FISTANT ASSENSORS IN CENTALS CAsVS,

U nder seotion 29 the allowanes made to assessors
for otfice rent can in Lo cise exceed the rate of $300
por sunups, This limit is still maeh more than sef-
tieient in most districts of the country ; but in sev-
eral of the most popilous cities the incroase of prices
since the pussage of the law compels our officers to
woek rooms insutliciont for thomselves and incom-
modious to the publie, or make psymient in part
therefor ont of receipta designed by Congress os
compensation for their personal servieos, It sevins
but just to them that this lmitation be enlarged,
and they be sllowed smms actunlly snd necessarily
exnended, subject to the sprroval now required,
(hie lust proviso of section 22 anthorizes the See-
retary of the Treasury to fix such additionad rates
of o .-lul.gn-;l:.nn 1o assessors il assistant pssessors,
in ouses where o collection district eibracus more
than & single congressional distret, and to nsses-
sors and mssistant sssessors, revenne agents, and
inspectors, in Lonisiang, North Curolina, Mississip-
i, Tennessee, Missonri, Caliturnin, Oregon, and
the Territories, a3 may appear to him to be just
aned oyuitable, in consequence of the greater cost of
living ned travelling in those States and Territories,
and as moay, in ks jndgmient, b necesary to
secure the survices of competent offleers,  The sup-
pression of armed lostility in the insurrectionary
distriets lins brought within the active operstion of
the revenue law othor States neighboring to several |
of those above numned, and in which the cost off liv- |
ing and travelling is nearly the sumoe.
pensation of revenne officors in those Btates | re-
= poetfilly suwgest that the mithority of the Scere-
tary of the Treasury should likewise be extended.

|

FRANKING PRIVILEGL,
« Assessors andd collectors sro sllowed for postage
aetnally paid on lertors and documents received or
sent by them relating exclusively to officlal tmsi-
nuss,  Their communication  with  this office
through the mails s free, and 1 respectiully sng-
wost that it they wore allowed the franking privi-
loge upon official business between their respective
offiees it would be liable to little abuse, and be o
saving of cost to the government,
BAFES,

My predecessors in their reports to the SBecrotary
of the Treasury alike rocommended that the pur-
chase of fire-proot safes be suthorized for the use of
collectors and wssessors.  In this recommendation
1 cheerfully concur,  Private enterprise of the
amount covered by the books and papers of the
most unimportant distriet of the eountry is schlom
left by prudent managers to the dungers to which
our offices are now subject. Tho loss sceruing o
the government from o single conflugration might
almost equal the expenditure necessary for the pro-
tection everywhere required,

SALES OF REAL ESTATE FOR TAXES,
Section 50 relates to the seizure and sale at pub-
lic auction of real estate by the collector when goods
and chattels cannot be found sufficient to satisty the
duties im i v
1t provides, smong other things, that }ni' no per-
son offers for the eatate the amount of the tax to be
collected, together
the officer shall pure
the United States, snd

hase the same at that sum for
shall depon"{!l hhin Idut;\-.l

ith the district attorney. Although the
ther:.r, nnllu;:md the realty p{dhproport onate

To the com- |

with the penaltics snd charges, | pe

liable to produce hardship. They should be re-
weslod.
! DEMANTS VoI PAVMENT OF TAXES,

Many complaints have arisen from manuficturens,
and no little emburrussment to those churged with
the administration of the law, by reason of the
amendment to the 85d section, repenling the re-
quirement of demand in writing before the imposi=
tign of tan per eont, penalty for Jion-payment 05 T8

The purpose of the chango was, undoubledly, to
sectire punctuality of puyment ; but neglect is often
the result of forgerfulness ouly, snd I believe it but
Just that written dernmal notices should be sery

upon all tax-puyers, exeepl when payment accompa-

nies Lheir returns,

DEDUCTIONS BY MANUFACTURERS UNDER SECTION 86,
I would suggest the propriety of wmending the
Sith seetion, relative to mannfseturers’ returns, by
striking ont so much thereof 18 relutes to dedue-
tions,
The Taw now anthorizes the deduction of freight
from the place of manufaciure to the pluce of deliv-
ory, commission not exceeding three per centum
(exeept where sales are made at the place of mana-
fucture), and other expenses of sule dona-fide pai
T'here are 50 sy pecullarities in the method of
mannfacture und sale of different classes of mer-
chandise in ditferent parts of the conntry, that it has
Bbeen tound impossible to defive by any preeise and
apecific tules the deductions sllowable ns “other
expenses of sale bna fide paid " while general rules,
however carefully drawn, are Linble to such o variety
of con=truction that too much diversity of practice
bs prevailed where it is bt jnst to1he honest man-
uiacturer that there should be perfeet uniformity.
Much time is spent by assessors and  assistant
assessors b adjusting eluims tor deductions ; and
anfurtunate ditterences of opinion often arise be-
tweens them snd the manytacturens, which should
be avoided, This diversity of pmetice has furnished
opperiunity for numberless short returns; sad &
lirze 1-r-»[l--rt':<-r: of the manufucturers who have
been detected in frand bave urged * expenses of
sale’ either in extonuution or defence.
1t i wpparently reasonable to allow for froight, as
otite  manufactories are more remote trom the
miarkets than othors; but their dissdvantage in this
r.--iwt' is, perhups, fully compensated by the re-
Juesd eost of Tuel, tabor, rents, snd motive power,
The deduetions are allowed only where the tax is ad
valordin,
The daties upen iron, galt, sugur, molasses, pe-
trolenmn, and other srticles, the freight of which to
nnrket i no inconsidernble part of their value, are
ull specitic sud withont deduction. The amendmens
proposed would, of itself alone, enhunce the burdon
upon menoficturing ; but 1 bitieve thut o tax of ive
per centum npon the gross sales of the mannfae-
tures in question is prefurable to the present Tats,
with the allownnices.
TAX UFON (HOSA HECEIPTS OR TONNAGE OF ¥ EsskLA,
By section 108 of the act ul".lqlm oy, Tand, & tax
of two and u blf per centum is imposed upot the
ross e ceiphs of .-!unl:ﬂ.".lilm. rll_l['a, IIJEI!RI'S.‘ cannl-
boats, or other vessels, employed in the l]nlanlm-a::‘lul
transporting passengers or property tor e, ]
runln?; ::-cl'mli of the amumh};s-r_r_wnl'l aot of March
lust relieves vessels paying tontluge duty from the
tuxation of their receipts, The tonnsge duty upon
the vessels relieved is but an annual one o thirty
crtits per ton, and it is respectfully suggested that
the amended law imposes uncqual burdens upon
pursons cuployed in ko puruits.
SECTION ONE NUNURED AND FIFTY UNNEUCERSARY.
‘The peculiar language of section 150 of the act of
June 50, 1864, would seem to indicate a purpose at
one time of, in some way, collecting the duties upon
ancoessions in the insurrectionary districts through
the direct tax commissioners, However this may
be, therv is now certainly no necessity of the see-
tion, und [ respectfully reconunend its repeal,
STAMY DUTIES. .
of the law which relates to “ stamp du-
ties" is not only susceptible of improvement in its
details, but is worthy of attendon in respect 10 its
gwm:l soope, and the ol?klda of taxation.
While the resaits of ks administration are,
rhaps, more satisfuctory than those of most
{ the luw, yet evasions and violations
and, thovugh the amount lost to tha
b small in the individual instance, it

That part

other parts 0
are frequent §
revenus may

:"ulxue. 1o collection ean be magde without o full dis-

rates of duty orior to the statule of Juoe 80 1864,

charge of the duty.

3 rogute,  Without assertin
m:mm.ﬁm that heretofore exe may
not seoure a more perfect enforcement of the stala



